[image: image1.png]



HOT SPRINGS

ADVERTISING & PROMOTION

COMMISSION
134 Convention Boulevard • Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas  71901

1-800-922-6478 • 501-321-2027 • FAX 501-620-5008

www.hotsprings.org
________________________________________________________________________

NEWS RELEASE

February 6, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Melanie Ridlon, Training and Events Manager



501.371.5016 
melanie@eastproject.org
EAST Returns to Hot Springs Convention Center for National Educational Initiative Conference
Students Exemplify the Theme of “Building a Path… Leaving a Trail”

HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK, Arkansas — What happens when 2,000 focused, energetic, excited students all with a mission of making a difference gather in one location? It is nothing short of remarkable!

For the third consecutive year, the EAST Initiative will host its annual conference in Hot Springs. The conference will bring over 170 EAST programs from around the nation for a three day celebration of student achievement. 
EAST, which stands for Environmental and Spatial Technology, is based on the belief that students can go well beyond what has ever been expected when given the proper learning atmosphere, appropriate tools and resources, access to real-world problems and support. EAST programs are comprised of a diversity of all students – not just a select few.  EAST is best described as a performance based learning environment that utilizes 
problem-based service learning and advanced technological applications. 
This means that EAST is a vibrant class that stresses real world application to 
the traditional school learning. The class is structured around students taking 
on specific projects that can help their schools and communities. They use the 
capabilities of a sophisticated computer laboratory as a resource to accomplish 
these goals. 

Special to the Conference this year:

· Governor Mike Beebe will be the featured speaker at the Partnership Banquet Wednesday night.
· Amanda Manatt – EAST Alumni now reporter with KATV will be the guest speaker at the opening Ceremonies Tuesday. 
· The results of a three-year federal study will be presented by Metis Associates. This study documents and scientifically demonstrates EAST’s power and success at developing 21st Century Learning.
· 50+ hands-on and presentation sessions will be attended with topics including  Animation, GIS, CAD, Design, Robotics, Careers, Podcasting, Projects, Documentaries, Copyright and more.
“The students work in teams and develop sophisticated service-oriented projects that address real challenges,” says Matt Dozier, President/CEO of EAST. “In the process of solving these problems, they learn to become creative, intuitive, adaptable learners who can solve unpredictable, real-world problems. When they leave school they are already familiar with some of the most advanced tools available as they look to further education and their career aspirations.” Dozier adds, “EAST helps them to become the entrepreneurial learners and leaders that Arkansas and the nation need.”
Students will begin showcasing their EAST programs in an exposition-style setting and participate in training sessions and presentations starting February 20th. The teams will be demonstrating how they have identified problems, researched solutions and in many cases solved these problems in their own communities. The projects are the force that leads students into areas of communication, problem solving, teamwork, collaboration, self-learning and leadership. Each booth at the conference gives a unique view of the students’ involvement in their community and of the breadth of the EAST programs nationwide.
This year’s conference will use every bit of space in the Hot Springs Convention Center, the state’s largest, except for the Horner Hall Ballroom, according to Cindy DeWitt, sales and marketing director of the Hot Springs Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The conference will be open to the public on February 20th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on February 21st from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Exposition Hall is free of charge.
The culminating event of the conference is the Partnership Awards Banquet, which will be held on February 20th at 6 p.m. where EAST programs will be recognized for outstanding projects and their impact on local communities. Headlining this evening will be Arkansas Governor, Mike Beebe.
For more information about the EAST Partnership Conference or EAST in general contact Melanie Ridlon at 501-371-5016 or melanie@eastproject.org. You can also visit the EAST website at www.eastinitiative.org.
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