Banquet Night

     The highlight of the EAST Conference experience is the banquet on Wednesday night.  The 2008 banquet was bigger and better than ever, with over 1800 people in attendance.  Among the many distinguished guests was Governor Mike Beebe, who emphasized the importance of education and the EAST program in Arkansas and around the country.  Most EAST students will happily admit that the most important thing to them was the presentation of the founder’s award.  For the ten finalist schools, the night was a long one – with the award being presented at the end of the banquet.  In the end Brookland High School, nervous and joyful, accepted the Founders Award.

     The night concluded early, a rare occurrence for EAST students; everyone went back to the hotel to enjoy the final night of conference ’08.  With the stress of booth breakdown, and the idea of saying goodbye to everyone they’ve met, banquet night was a time to laugh, connect with our teams and leave a legacy that will last a lifetime.
